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brain-power were not really worthy of their deepest
reverence; they felt that the commands of a Nature-
God or of a Philosophy-God were subject to and
conditioned by the approval of conscience; that
God's absolute claim to obedience and adoration
could rest only on His Righteousness. It was left for
Christ to subject the physical and metaphysical to the
moral, and to purify the conception of God from the
last alloy of materialism and idolatry.

Aristotle (and Aquinas follows suit) makes religion
(i.e. the cultus of the Gods) a part or subdivision
of Justice or Duty; we are to serve and obey God
because it is right to do so, because our Conscience
tells us to do so. He who speaks thus puts Con-
science above God, he worships something lower
than Conscience; else he would say: Justice is a
part of religion. In truth, neither is a part of the
other.

As soon therefore as men wake up to the existence
of this interfering Spirit of Righteousness, which is
trying to take possession of them and drive them into
fire and water for its own ends and against their will;
as soon as they turn in upon themselves and ask
themselves: What is it ? What does it mean and imply ?
the understanding seeks at once to explain the
phenomenon in terms of things known and allowed,
and with as little alteration as possible of its system
of the world and history. It has already some sort
of theology that can be cut to shape, though many
of its expressions and assertions must now bear an
altered, and more spiritual, less literal, sense. Still, on
the whole, theology and sacred history, thus modified
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